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Punjab Police form SIT to investigate Nlcaragua ‘human trafficking’ case

Vikas Vasudeva

CHANDIGARH

The Punjab Police set up a
special investigation team
(SIT) on Saturday to probe
a suspected human traf-
ficking case related to In-
dian passengers on an air-
craft run by Legend
Airlines of Romania.

‘The plane was destined
for Nicaragua but was
grounded in France and
the passengers were de-
tained. Though the passen-
gers have now returned to
India, no one has yet come
forward to register any
case.

Police sources said that
in cases of illegal or irregu-
lar migration, people
usually do not register
complaints as they have of-
ten willingly opted for the
so-called “dunki” or don-
key route to emigrate and
are aware of the risks in the
process. In fact, people of-
ten strike compromises
with the agents accused of
facilitating illegal migra-
tion and turn hostile or
quash the first information
report (FIR) in court.
Agents based outside India
are also difficult to trace,
the police sources added.

An A340 Airbus char-

tered for a flight by a Ro-
manian company named
Legend Airlines took off
from Fujairah in the United
Arab Emirates on Decem-
ber 22. It was headed for
Nicaragua in Central Amer-
ica. The flight had a techni-
cal stopover at France’s Va-
try airport, but was
grounded there after the
local French administra-
tion received an anony-
mous tip-off about proba-
ble “human trafficking”.
After four days at the Va-
try Airport, the flight with
276 passengers was sent to
Mumbai on December 26.
While 25 passengers chose

Risky route: Officials suspect that the passengers were trying to

follow the donkey route. A

to apply for asylum in
France, two passengers
were made assisted wit-

nesses in the French
investigation.
Following an initial ana-

lysis of the passenger
names, the police suspect
that around half of those
on the flight may belong to
the Punjab-Haryana re-
gion. To investigate the
matter of “human traffick-
ing” in depth, the Director
of the Bureau of Investiga-
tion, L.K. Yadav, has consti-
tuted a four-member SIT,
which will submit its final
report to the competent
court.

A police officer with di-
rect knowledge of the mat-
ter said the police were in
touch with Central agen-
cies, and those from other
States as well. The passen-

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Multiple World Champion-
ship medallist Vinesh Pho-
gat on Saturday returned
her Khel Ratna and Arjuna
Award, leaving the two
awards in the middle of
Kartavya Path here after
the Delhi Police stopped
her from reaching the
Prime Minister’s office.

On Tuesday, the Asian
Games gold medallist grap-
pler had decided to return
her Khel Ratna and Arjuna
Award to the government,
saying such honours have
become meaningless at a
time when wrestlers are

struggling to get justice.

Mark of protest

Ms. Phogat had announced
her decision in a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

On Saturday, she at-
tempted to reach the
Prime Minister's Office to
return her awards but the
police prevented her from
reaching the PMO.

As a mark of protest, she
left the awards on Kartavya
Path and they were later
picked up by the Delhi Pol-

Wrestlers are struggling for
justice, says Vinesh Phogat
as she returns her awards

Strong protest: Vinesh Phogat with her Arjuna Award and Khel
Ratna before leaving them on Kartavya Path on Saturday. #11

ice. Ms. Phogat, along with
Olympic medallists Sakshi
Malik and Bajrang Punia,
had protested against the
election of Sanjay Singh, a
close aide of former Wres-
tling Federation of India
president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, who had

been accused of sexual ha-
rassment by the three
grapplers.

Ms. Sakshi had also an-
nounced her retirement
EE

from wrestling soon after
Mr. Sanjay Singh's appoint-
ment as WFI chief.

However, the Sports Mi-
nistry later suspended the
newly elected panel for not
following the provisions of
its own constitution while
taking decisions and ask-
ing the Indian Olympie As-
sociation (10A)- to’ consti-
tute an ad hoc panel to
manage the affairs of the
sports body.

gers’ destination of Nicara-
gua had raised suspicions
that they may have been
trying to follow the donkey
route to illegally enter Mex-
ico, and then head further
north to the U.S,, or to Ca-
nada, the officer said.

Migratory sprlnghoard
The US.

quirements. However, the
lawyer for Legend Airlines
refuted this claim, with the
argument that most pas-
sengers had valid visas to
Nicaragua and return
tickets.

As legal migration rises,
illegal or irregular migra-
tion has also grown to a

designated Nncamguz as
one of several countries
deemed as failing to meet
minimum  standards for
eliminating human traffick-
ing. Nicaragua has also
been used as a migratory
springboard because of re-
laxed or visa-free entry re-

though there is little auth-
entic data on this in the pu-
blic domain. “Every year
more than 20,000 youths
from Punjab attempt irreg-
ular migration,” the United
Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime said in a report
in 2009.
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Tamil Nadu Governor meets Stalin,
holds discussions as suggested by SC

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin, invited by Go-
vernor R.N. Ravi, met him
at the Raj Bhavan on Satur-
day and urged him to give
consent to the pending
Bills and files related to the
prosecution of the former
AIADMK Ministers in due
course and avoid any delay
in future.

“The meeting was cor-
dial. The Governor and the
Chief Minister exchanged
pleasantries and views on
a range of issues concern-
ing the State. The Gover-
nor reiterated his total
commitment to the good of
the people of Tamil Nadu
and assured the govern-
ment of continuing sup-
port within the bounds of
the Constitution,” a Raj
Bhavan release said.

The Governor also un-
derscored the need for and
advantage of periodic
meetings with the Chief Mi-
nister in the larger inter-
ests of the State.

SC’s advice

According to the govern-
ment, Mr. Ravi invited the
Chief Minister following
the advice of the Supreme

Exchanging views: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K_ Stalin with
Governor R.N. Ravi during a meeting, in Chennai on Saturday. P11

Court to end the impasse
with the Chief Minister.

ChiefJustice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud, while hear-
ing a case filed by the Tamil
Nadu government accus-
ing the Governor of delay-
ing consent to the Bills,
had said, “So many things
need to be resolved bet-
ween the Chief Minister
and the Governor. Please
ask the Governor to engage
with the Chief Minister. Let
them sit down and dis-
cuss.”

Mr. Stalin, accompanied
by Water Resources Minis-
ter Duraimurugan, Fi-
nance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu, Law Minister

S. Regupathy, and Back-
ward Classes and Higher
Education Minister S. R.
Rajakannappan and Chiel
Secretary Shiv Das Meena,
urged the Governor to give
consent to the files pend-
ing for months.

‘Give consent to Bills’

“He also told the Governor
to get back the 10 Bills he
has unnecessarily sent to
the President and give his
consent to them. Besides,
the Governor was asked to
speed up the process to
give consent to the files
prepared by the Directo-
rate of Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption (DVAC) to pro-

secute former AIADMK Mi-
nisters K.C. Veeramani and
M.R. Vijayabaskar,” the go-
vernment said in a release.

It was pointed out that
the files had been pending
with the Governor for
more than 15 months.
Another issue that came
up at the meeting was the
pending of files related to
sanction for the appoint-
ment of members of the
Tamil Nadu Public Services
Commission (TNPSC).

The Chief Minister said
the Governor’s action
would benefit the people
of the State and the admi-
nistration only if he func-
tioned in accordance with
the provisions of the Con-
stitution. “Since Ministers
and officials of various de-
partments have met the
Governor and furnished
him with details of the cas-
es and the Bills, he should
keep in mind the advice of
the Supreme Court and
give his consent,” Mr Stalin
said during his meeting
with the Governor.

Reiterating his faith in
and respect for various
constitutional bodies, Mr:
Stalin, in a letter, urged the
Governor to-give his con-
sent to the Bills and the
files.
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PM visits 10th crore beneficiary of
Ujjwala LPG scheme in Ayodhya

Ma Kumar
LUCKNOW

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made a surprise visit
on Saturday to the Ayod-
hya home of Meera Manjhi,
the 10th-crore beneficiary
of the PM Ujjwala Yojana,
and had tea at her resi-
dence during his one-day
tour of the temple town.

The Prime Minister was
in the town to unveil an air-
port, a revamped train sta-
tion and multiple projects.

As Mr. Modi arrived for
his cup of tea and 10-mi-
nute chat with Ms. Manjhi's
family, the entire area reso-
nated with enthusiastic
chants of ‘Modi-Modi'.

The Prime Minister later
posted about the visit on
social media, noting his sa-
tisfaction that the scheme
had eased the family’s life.
“I had a ‘Chai pe Charcha’
at the house of Meeraji, the
10th crore beneficiary of
Ujjwala Yojana, and her fa-
mily members in Ayodhya.
[ felt very satisfied to know
how government schemes
have made the life of the
entire family easier,” he
wrote on X, posting a video
of the conversation.

“Do you know why I
came here today?” the vi-
deo shows him asking as he
arrived at Ms. Manjhi's

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the house of a Ujjwala Yojana beneficiary in Ayodhya on Saturday. am

home. “We have given gas
cylinders to 10 crore fami-
lies. I wanted to visit the fa-
mily that takes the number
to 10 crore. And it was in
Ayodhya only,” he added.
Launched in May 2016
to provide subsidised li-
quefied petroleum gas
(LPG) connections to poor
households, the Ujjwala
scheme aims to empower
women, protecting their
health and reducing the
number of deaths due to
unclean cooking fuel.
“The tea is good but it is
a litde oo sweet,” the
Prime Minister told Ms.
Manjhi who was elated to
host the surprise guest at
her house near Lata Man-
geshkar Chowk in

Ayodhya.

Ms. Manjhi told the
Prime Minister that she has
got free LPG cylinders and
accommodation. “Earlier, |
had a kutcha house, but
now it has become pucca,”
she said and expressed her
happiness for being able to
host Mr. Modi at her house.

Later, while addressing
a rally in the temple town,
Mr. Modi said, “Today, I got
the opportunity to have tea
at the house of the 10th-
crore beneficiary of Ujjwa-
Ia gas connection.” Recall-
ing its launch from Ballia in
Uttar Pradesh, the Prime
Minister said that even
though it was ridiculed at
that time, Ujjwala Yojana
has changed the lives of

crores of women.

A statement by the Uttar
Pradesh government said
the programme was not
scheduled in advance.

Hours after the Prime
Minister visited Ms. Manj-
hi's home, Ayodhya Divi-
sional Commissioner Gau-
rav Dayal and District
Magistrate Nitish Kumar
reached her residence
with Ayushman Bharat
health card under the Muk-
hyamantri Jan Arogya Yoja-
na. Mr. Dayal said that in-
structions were issued
from the Chief Minister's
Office (CMO) to the Princi-
pal Secretary,~Health: to
provide the Ujjwala benefi-
clary with the healthcard.
(With PT1 inputs)
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Guided missile destroyer

INS Im

The ship is commissioned at a time when the Navy is looking to expand its fleet of capital
warships in line with its growing commitments and engagements in the Indian Ocean Region

Dinakar Peri

n December 27,
0 the third of four
P-158 “Visakhapat-

nam’ class stealth guided
missile destroyer was com-
missioned into the Indian
MNavy as INS Imphal at the
Maval Dockyard, Mumbai.
Imphal has the unique dis-
tinction of being the first
warship to be named after
a city in the Northeast. In
additon, the time taken to
build fmphal and for her
triaks is the ghortest for any
indigenous  destroyer, ac-
cording to the Navy.

Describing the ship as a
shining example of ‘Aama-
nirbharta” in defence, De-
fence Minister HRajnath
Singh said ar the induction
ceremony: “INS Imphal is a
symbol of India’s growing
maritime power and it will
sirengthen it further. 1t will
balster our principle of Jlal-
mev Yasya, Balmey Tasya®
(One who controls the sea
is all powerful) in the Indo-
Pacific region*

Imphal's keel was laid
an May 19, 307 and the
ship was launched into wa-
ter on April 20, 2009, fm-
il sailed out for her mai-
den sea trials on April 28,
2023 and has completed a
comprehensive  schedule
of triaks, both in the har-
bour and at sea, and was
delivered to the Navy on
October 20, within a re-
cord tme frame of six
meomnths — the “fastest for a
ships of its size”. The ship

sucoessfully completed the
first-ever test-firing of the
extended range BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile
prior to its commissioning,
making it “weapon-ready”.

Expansion of warships
The speeding up of the
CONStrCon process is es-
pecially important as the
Mavy looks to expand its
fleet of capital warships in
line with its growing oom-
mitments  and
ments in the Indian Ocean
Region (10) and the larger
Indo-Pacific & also against
the backdrop of a sharp in-
crease in Chinese naval
presence in the 10R. “We
areon track to be a ITO-180
[ship] Mavy by 2038 66 out
of 68 ships presently under
construction are also being
buile at Indian Shipyards.
Further, 24 ships under
contract conclusion, will
similarly be indigenous -
our aim is for the Navy o
be fully Aammanirbhar by
2047, Navy chief Admiral
K. Hari Kumar told The
Hindu recently.

Mr. Singh also defined

PHOTOD CREDIT: ANl

INS Implhal as a “conglom-
eration”  of  different
strengths of the nation.
BrahMos cruise missiles
have been installed on the
ship by Brahmos Aeros-
pace; torpedo tube lunch-
ers by Larsen & Toubro
(L&T), rapid gun mount by
BHEL, and medium-range
missiles by Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited (BEL). In
addidon, many start-ups
and Micre, Small, Medium
Enterprises are imolved in
its construction. The ship
broasts a high level of indi-
penisation, about 75%,
which includes indigenous
equipment/systems, oom-
bat management systems,
rocket launchers, torpedo
launchers and integrated
platform management
SYSIEMS.

The contract for con-
struction of four ships un-
der Project-158 was signed
in Jamuary 2011 at a cost of
about ¥XG43.7  crore.
The ships have been de-
signed in-house by the Di-
rectorate of MNaval Design
and constructed by Maza-
gon Daock  Shipbuilders,

Mumbal. The P-158 class
are a follow-on to the P-154
Kolkara class destrovers
and named after major ci-
thes from all four cormers of
the couniry — Visakhapat-
nam, Mormugao, Imphal
and Surat. The first two
ships, INS Visakhapatnam
and INS Mormugao, were
commissioned in 203 and
2002, respectively. The last
of the class, Swurat, is ex-
pected to be commis-
sioned in H024.

The design of Project
158 has largely maintained
the hull form, propulsion
machinery, many platform
equipment, major wea-
pons and sensors as the
Kolkata class o benefit
from series production.
However, these ships have
enhanced stealth features
ower the earlier class result-
ing in a reduced radar
cross  section  through
shaping of hull, plaed
masts and use of radar
ransparent deck fittings,
which make these ships
difficulr to detect.

INS Imphal measures
163 m in bength and I7 m in
breadth and has a displace-
ment of 7,400 tonnes. The
ship & propelled by four
gas turhines, in a com-
bined gas and gas configu-
ration, and is capable of
speeds in excess of 30
knots. The ship has a total
complement of 315 person-
nel, and is commanded by
Captain B.K. Choudhury, a
punnery and missiles spe-
clalist.
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Levy 20-30% health tax on food
high in sugar, salt, fat: study

The recommendation is an outcome of a study commissioned by Xid Aavog, which is soudving the impact of imposing

Maitri Porecha

health tax of
between 20% to
30% in addition
o G5T can be
comsidered to be imposed
on sgar, sugar sweetened
beverages (550s) like calas
and juices as well as foods
high in sugar, salt amd
fat (HF58), public health
researchers hove recom-
mended in a siwdy po-
blished in jourmal of Hemltfe

an outcome of a UNICEF-
funded project, and the
authors hope that this siu-
dy along with others will
imfluence policies aimed to
reduce consumption of su-
gar and relaed  pro-
ducts. Miti Aayog is imber-
ested in understanding the
impact of imposing health
taxes and wamning labels
on food products for en-
couraging healthy eating
prictices  inm Indian
COMEImErs.

af  the study
tells The Hindu that the stu-
dy doe= oot recommensd
taxing households on pur-
chase of their regular ra-
tion of sugar. “The study
imsists that bulk consumers
of sigar such as confec-
tionery amd sweet man-
facturers may be tanced
which may reduce their
demand for sugar. When
the higher costs are trans-
ferred to consumers, de-
mand for such producs is
expected to reduce” Dr
Varghese sys.

According to Ministry af
Consumer  Affairs, Food
and Public Déstribution da-

health s and warni

7 [alseds on food

OLICTS [0 e o

* healthy ear

Improving health cutcomes using sin tax

Cwrrently, sugar sweetened beverages (558 attract 28% 65T plus & 12% cess, while high fat, salt
and sugar (HFS5) products anly attract 1256657

u Whie the pokal reerge
carrinnglion ol sugaris
12 kg, per parson pErpEar,
t 2% kg per yaar pa

persan inlndia

W Frisd SLgar S implion
n Iredia is free times the
‘WHO eenmmanded
Theeshakd

® For 3585, & Realth tix
of 19-3F% cowld msuk in
7 -3 Amein dermand

u For HFES, D-31% health
tan coeld el i 5-24%
gesclire bn demand

u W sugaroases $100 base
price, with cerrent GST
al 1% i ozs1s TLLE. With
4 propasad additional
tan ircraase ol 10-30%,
asimated price to

u For 85Re with a2 100 hase
b, caivai GET & 165 fhas
1% s inral cass, the price
1o conyumian is 1142, Thiiwill
increase b TLS0-170 with 2

m For WFSS products with s

RHO0 et forici anel GET b
L%, thee price o consimearn

8 T1L2. This wall e resiriea o

ELIZ-LAT with additioeal tan

e meery wil| be ¥LIE-148 propmed additional tee of 10-1004 of 10-10%

ta, confectionery manufac-  all other factors driving the  are currently taxed diffe-

turers purchase up o 55%  demand remaining  rently. While sugar cour-
comstant. rently attracts 18% GST, su-

of anmmal sugar produced
in Inclia

Price Elasticity

Currenthy, sugar is tooed at
8% GET, il an additional
20-10% tax is imposed,
thix will take the tax o 18-
48%. Researchers have ap-
plied the metric of *Price
Elasticity” to determine if
there will be any reduction
in demand if the prices of
the product go up. “Sugar
is a widely used prodisct,
so on stisdying price and
demand for sugar over
years from datasets availa-
ble between 198485 1o
200202 of Private Final
Consumption Expenditure
and Consumer Price In-
e, woir estimabe that if the
price of sugar is increased
by 1%, demand for sugar
will be reduced by X% with

*However, for mamuafac-
turers of sweets and con-
fectionaries, who buy -
gr im bulk we are
estimating a higher price
ehsticity, =0 by imposing
an additional 3% tax to
18% GET, we estimate that
ithere consldd be a 13-18% de-
crease in demand for -
gar, D Varghese sy,

For sugar sweetened
beverages, a health tax of
10-30% could result in a 7
3% decline i demand,
while a 10-30% health tax
for HFES products would
mesult ina 5-24% dedline in
dhemand.

Researchers also maotesd
that additional taxes would
increase tax revenues for
the government by 12-
20u(r% across different soe-
marios. Different products

par sweetened
attract 28% GST and a 2%
additional cess, while high
fat, salt and sugar products
onby attract 12% GST.
“Taxing unhealtky
foods more is likely to re-
duce demaml while in-
Creasing government reve-
mues for reinvestment back
into public bealth pro-
grammes and polices that
may reduce obesity and
the incidence of non-com-
mumicable dizeases in In-
dia,” savs Dr. Varghese.
Inalia is the largest con-
sumer of sugar in the
world, the paper notes.
“Global average consump-
tion of sugar is ¥ kg per
PETSON pET L, 3N aver-
age Indian consumes 25 kg
per year which inclodes
regular sugar, free sugar

aChoes

froen sugar sweetened bey-
erages, traditional sources
like jaggery, which is five
times the WHO recom-
mended threshold for free
suygar intake” the paper
sy, [ndi is facing 2 sugar

i ic with a rise in
sales of aerated drinls by
22 5% and a rise in all soft
drinks by 24.8% fom JNE
w209, Alno, HFSS food
products sceount for 10-
3¥% of the average total c-
laric intake in rural and ar-
ban  households  respec-
tiveely, the paper notes.

Impsing a health tax
on sugar and related pro-
docts can help control
abesity, tooth decay, risk of
type 2 dinbetes, cardiovas-
cular disease and certain
cancers. Researchers sy
that if perople contioue e
oomsume sugar sweetened
beverages year-on-year the
overaeight and obesity
prevalence is expected b
rise from 35% 1o 45% from
B4 i 20X and type X
dinbetes incidence is ex-
pected bo rise from 319 e
136 per 100,004 in the
s period.

Tax rate is tisd to the
wolume of sugars and ma-
nufacturers are  encouar-
agied bo reformulibe and re-
duce the amount of sugar
in drinks.

Up to 70 countries have
imposed a health tax on
sugar, S588s and HFSS -
chuding Mexica, Chille, Sau-
di Arabia, Amgentina and
South Africa. In Mexico,
tation on 5585 de-
reased consumption af
taxed beverages (and in-
creased purchase of bot-
tled water) in the first year
af implementation and re-
doced mean BMI in youn-
EET dp Froups.
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Missing TB cases in the private sector

R. Prasad

India made notification of
TB patients mandatory in
2012 to address the pro-
blem of delayed diagnosis,
suboptimal quality of care,
incorrect diagnostic and
treatment protocols being
used, and a high drop-out
rate in the private sector. A
year later, only 2% of all
notified patients were from
the private sector. Thanks
to several initiatives adopt-
ed by the National TB Elim-
ination Programme
(NTEP), the proportion of
notified cases has in-
creased substantially — 21%
in 2017, 25% in 2018, 28% in
2019, 31% in 2020, 32% in
2021, and 30% in 2022.
Despite the significant
increase in the private sec-
tor TB notifications over
the years, they fall far short
of the targets set by the Na-
tional Strategic Plan 2020-
2025. The TB notification
target set by NSP for the
private sector in 2020 was

35%, 45% in 2021, and 56%
in 2022. If the gap between
what was achieved vis-a-vis
what was targeted in 2020
was small, the shortfall in-
creased by 13% in 2021 and
a staggering 26% in 2022.

According to the target
set by NSP, in 2022, there
should have been 1.93 mil-
lion TB notifications by the
private sector. Yet, there
were only 0.73 million not-
ifications. A staggering 1.2
million TB cases in the
private sector were missed
in 2022. Even the NTEP's
target for expected notifi-
cation in 2022 by the priv-
ate sector was 0.95 million.
What was achieved was on-
ly 0.73 million (77%). In
contrast, the notification
achieved by the public sec-
tor was 92.4% (1.68 million)
of the expected
notifications.

Based on the 2016 TB in-
cidence of 2.8 million cases
in India, of which only 0.3
million from the private
sector and 1.6 million from

Far too low: TB notifications by the private sector in 2022 was only
30% NIAD

the public sector were not-
ified, WHO noted: “A stag-
gering one million TB cases
are missing from notifica-
tion, most of them being
diagnosed and treated in
the private sector. That's
what makes the engage-
ment with the private sec-

tor so very vital.” The Na-
tional Strategic Plan also
makes the same point
about the missing cases in
the private sector: “Hun-
dreds of thousands of peo-
ple with TB disease remain
missing to TB surveillance/
notification and services,

and are likely in private
health delivery systems or
the community.” It had re-
commended that private
provider engagement be
rapidly scaled-up to “find
and successfully treat two
million patients in
2020-2021".

While the National TB
Prevalence Survey India
(2019-2021) found 50% of
TB patients sought care in
the private sector, the Na-
tional Strategic Plan says
about 70% of TB patients
seek care in the private sec-
tor. While the TB preva-
lence survey found that
63.6% did not seek care for
their symptoms, many of
those who sought care in
the private sector were not
notified. According to the
National Strategic Plan,
“close to 0.54 million TB
patients remain uncap-
tured by TB surveillance/
notification and services,
and are likely in private
health delivery systems or
the community”.

Based on the analysis of
anti-TB drug sales by phar-
macists in India, the priv-
ate sector was estimated to
have treated 2.2 million TB
patients in 2014 alone. Ho-
wever, the notifications by
the private sector in
2014 were just 0.1 million.
“While it is unknown how
many of the patients stu-
died were over-diagnosed,
there are concerns that the
true incidence may be
much higher than has been
estimated,” says the Na-
tional Strategic Plan.

The TB prevalence sur-
vey provided the much-
needed information about
the TB burden. It found
that TB prevalence across
all age groups was 312 per
100,000 population for the
year 2021. In contrast, the
case notification rate in
2021 (public and private
sectors together) was only
153 per 100,000, as per the
India TB report 2022; it
was 172.1 per 100,000 in
2022.
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